Kyiv, ... December

Directorate-General for Energy
Directorate-General for Neighbourhood and Enlargement Negotiations

European Commission,
Rue de la Loi 15/ Wetstraat 15,

1049 Bruxelles/Brussel, Belgium

Dear Ms. Ditte Juul Jergensen,
Dear Mr. Gert Jan Koopman

We, the undersigned heads of Ukrainian coal communities and heads of NGOs working on
just transition, are thankful for the possibility of being continuously involved in the activities of
the Initiative for coal regions in transition in Western Balkans and Ukraine. So, it was quite
regrettable to hear that it will stop functioning in its current form in 2024, as announced at the
last Annual meeting,

We want to stress that the Initiative has helped us considerably since its establishment three
years ago. It gave us real opportunities for networking, knowledge exchange, and learning
through visiting other coal regions to see the examples of transformation with our own eyes
so that we could learn whether similar solutions could be implemented in our communities.

During the last Annual meeting, it was mentioned that a separate Initiative for Western
Balkans would be established, while nothing was mentioned about the future of the Initiative
for Ukrainian coal regions.

We are adamant that the European Commission’s support for just transition
processes in Ukraine should also be continued through a similar Initiative or other
format.

Given Ukraine’s candidate status for accession to the European Union and the inevitable
start of the membership negotiations, we insist on the importance of our European
integration as a foundation for long-term development and a successful transition to a just
and sustainable fossil-free future. We realise that our communities face significant
challenges caused by the Russian full-scale invasion, but we still fully stand by our efforts to
plan and implement just transition measures.

We would appreciate any form of the Initiative for coal regions to be in place which
would still support Ukrainian coal regions in our just transition journey, considering
our challenges and needs. We, Ukrainians, don’t want to be left behind.

Signatories:

! Coal mining communities joined forces and developed a common concept of just transition in the
Reconstruction: hitps://en.ecoaction.org.ua/concept-ofjust-transition-in-the-reconstruction.html
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Mwu, kepiBHMKM BYrinbHUX rpoman YKpaiHW Ta rpoMaacbKux opraHisauii, aki npauiorTb 3
TEMOK crnpaBennuBol TpaHcdopMaLil, WO HWkKYe nianucanucs, BOAYHI 32 MOXIUBICTb
noctinho ©Opatu yyacte Yy gisnbHocTi  IHiWiaTMBKM  AnNs BYriNbHWUX  PErioHiB, WO
TpaHcdopmytoTbes Ha 3axigHux bankaHax ta B Ykpaidi. Tomy Oyno gyxe npukpo rnovytm
npo NPUMUHEHHSA  Ti QiSnbHOCTI Yy HUHIWHbOMY Burnagi y 2024 poui, npo wo 6yno
ororioeHo Ha octaHHin LLlopiyHin 3ycTpiui.

Mu xovemo nigkpecnutu, WO IHiliaTMBa 3Ha4YHO AONOMOrMa Ham 3 MOMEHTY 11 3acHyBaHHA 3
poku ToMmy. BoHa fgana Ham peanbHi MOXMWUBOCTI ANS HETBOPKIHFY, 0OMiHY 3HaHHAMKM Ta
HaBYaHHA Yepe3 BiABiAYBaHHA IHLWIWX BYriMbHWUX perioHiB, Ae M nobayvnu npuknagu
TpaHcdopmMaLii Ha BNAacHi odi Ta 3po3yMinu, Yv MoXyTh NodibHi pilueHHs ByTu peanizoBaHi B
HaluMx rpoMagax.

Mia wac octaHHboi LWopivHoT 3ycTpidi 6yno aragaHo, wo Byae cTBOPEHO okpemy IHiuiaTuBy
aona 3axigHux bankaH, ane Hidoro He Oyrno ckaszaHo npo manbyTHe IHiyiatuBu Ang
YKPaIHCbKNX BYTiNIbBHUX PErioHiB.

My nepekoHaHi, wWo nigTpumka €EBponenckkod Kowmiciewo cnpaBeanuBoi
TpaHccopmauii B YkpaiHi mae 6yTu npoaoBxeHa u4epes noaibHy IHiuiatuBy abo B
iHWoMmy chopmari.

BpaxoBytouu cTaTyc kaHauaara Ha BCTyn YkpaiHu o €sponenicbkoro Coosy Ta HEMUHYYUIA
MoYaToK NeperoBOpiB NPO YSIEHCTBO, MU HAroNsiraeMO Ha BaXMBOCTI HaLLQI EBPOMNENCHKOI
iHTerpauii sk OCHOBM Ans [AOBIOCTPOKOBONO PO3BMTKY Ta YCMIWHOIO nepexogy Ao
cnpasegnMBoro Ta cranoro manbytHboro 6e3 BumkonHoro nanmmea. Mu ycBiqOMITKOEMO, LIO

HaLwi rpomMagn CTUKakTbCH 3i 3HAYHUMK BUKINUKaMMU, CNPpUYNHEHNMIA noBHOMAacLUTaGHUM

pOCWICbKMM BTOprHeHHAM, ane MW BCe Le I'IepeKOHaHi Y Ba}-l'(J'IIdBOCTi2 nnaHyBaHHA Ta

BNPOBaKeHHSA 3axofiB cnpaeeanueoil TpaHcdopmauil,

Mu 6ynn © Bas4Hi 3a Oyab-Aky copmy IHiuiaTMBKM Ana ByrinbHUX perioHiB, sika ©
npoAoBXyBana nNiATPMMYBAaTM YKPAiHCbKi BYriNlbHi  perioHn Ha wnaxy pfgo
cnpaeeanueoi TpaHctopmauii, BpaxoByUM Hawi BUKNUKKU Ta notpebu. Hixto He
NOBMHEH 3aNULMUTUCA OCTOPOH.

2 LlaxTapcski rpomaan o6'egHanmcb i cchopmyBanu cninbHy KOHUENUi cnpaBeanueoi TpaHcdopmadii
y BigHOBRneHHI: https://ecoaction.org.ua/kontseptsiia-st-u-vidnovlenni.html




